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Dear Friends,

Greetings! My mother Shrimathi. N.Gnanambal introduced Mahabharata,
Mahatma Gandhi, Mahakavi Bharati and Kannadasan to me when | was in
elementary school. As a tribute, | present the translation of Bhagavad-Gita
(one verse per chapter) by Gandhi, Bharati and Kannadasan on her first
anniversary.
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R. K. Laxman’s Cartoon in R.K.Narayan’s Mahabharata

Selections from Bhagavad Gita- Translation by
Gandhi, Bharati and Kannadasan



Gita 1.1 Arjuna Visada Yoga

Tell me, O Sanjaya, what my sons and Pandu’s
assembled, on battle intent, did on the field of
Kuru, the field of duty.

“The human body is the battlefield where the eternal duel

between right and wrong goes on. The Kauravas represent
forces of evil, the Pandavas the forces of Good. Who is there
that has not experienced the daily conflict within himself
between the forces of Evil and the forces of Good?”
(comment by Gandhi)

Gandhi- The Bhagavad Gita According to Gandhi,
Mahadev Desai, Wilder Publications, 2011
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3.7 Karma Yoga

But he, O Arjuna, who keeping all the senses
under control of the mind, engages the organs
in Karma yoga, without attachment- that man

excels.

“Karma yoga is the yoga (means) which will deliver the self
from the bondage of the body, and in it there is no room for
self-indulgence” (comment by Gandhi)”
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4.10 Gyaanakarma Sanyasa Yoga

Freed from passion, fear and wrath, filled full
with Me, relying on Me, and refined by the
fiery ordeal of knowledge, many have become

one with Me.
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5.20 Sanyasa Yoga

He whose understanding is secure, who is
undeluded, who knows Brahman and who
rests in Brahman, will neither be glad to get
what is pleasant, nor sad to get what is
unpleasant.
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8.6/7 Aksara Brahma Yoga

Or whatever form a man continually
contemplates, that same he remembers in the
hour of death, and to that very form he goes,
O Kaunteya.

Therefore at all times remember Me and fight
on; thy mind and reason thus on Me fixed
thou shalt surely come to Me.
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9.26 Raja-Vidya-Raja-Guhya Yoga

Any offering of leaf, flower, fruit or water,

made to Me in devotion, by an earnest soul, |
lovingly accept.

“That is to say, it is the lord in every being whom we serve
with devotion who accepts the service” (comment by Gandhi)
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12.12 Bhakti Yoga

Better is knowledge than practice, better
than knowledge is concentration, better than
concentration is renunciation of the fruit of
all action, from which directly issues peace

“Practice” (abhyasa) is the practice of yoga of meditation and control of
psychic processes; “knowledge” (jnana) is intellectual effort;
“concentration” (dhyana) is devoted worship. If as a result of all this,
there is no renunciation of the fruit of action, “practice” is no “practice”,
“knowledge “ is no “knowledge”, and “concentration” is no
“concentration” (comment by Gandhi)
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14.24 Gunatraya-vibhaka Yoga

He who holds pleasure and pain alike, who is
sedate, who regards as same earth, stone and
gold, who is wise and weighs in equal scale
things pleasant and unpleasant, who is even-
minded in praise and blame; that man is called
gunatita.
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18.62/73 Moksha-Sanyasa Yoga

In Him alone seek thy refuge with all thy heart, O
Bharata. By His grace shalt thou win to the
external haven of supreme peace.

Thanks to Thy grace, O Achuta, my delusion is
destroyed , my understanding has returned. |

stand secure, my doubts all dispelled; | will do
thy bidding.
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In a nutshell

1. Good Vs Evil- our daily battle
2. Don’t worry about death;
birth and death repeat
3. Control senses;
put your organs to useful work
4. Nurture noble thoughts;
you will attain divinity

5. Want to be wise? Don’t be glad when you get
pleasant things and don’t be sad when you
get unpleasant

6. You're your friend; you’re your enemy.
Only you can save your self
7. God will take whatever form you like

8. Your final thoughts at the time of death count;
since time of death is uncertain, always think
of God

9. God accepts anything offered with devotion

10. Our Atma, our beginning, middle and end, all
attributed to God

11. God is infinitely colorful and diverse
12. Renunciation gives peace of mind
13. Atma is like sky; not attached to anything

14. By stability of mind and equanimity, one can
rise above the typical qualities - Sattva, Rajas
and Tamas

15. God is in the heart of everyone
16. Lust, wrath and greed are gates of hell

17. Austerity of mind comes by serenity,
cheerfulness, self restraint and purity of spirit

18. Trust in God and it will be good for you.
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Appendix: Gita 2.19, 20, 22, 23, 24,27
Sankhya Yoga

“He who thinks this (soul) is the slayer “Weapons do not cleave it,
and he who thinks this is the slain fire does not burn it,
Do not understand, Waters do not wet it
It neither slays nor is it slain” wind does not dry it”
“It is never born and never dies, “It can not be cleft or burnt
nor, once it exists, does it cease to be or wetted or dried
Unborn, eternal, abiding and ancient It is everlasting, it dwells in all things,
it is not slain when the body is slain....” firm, unmoving, eternal.....”
“As a man puts off his worn out clothes “To be born is certain death
and puts on other new ones to the dead, birth is certain

So the embodied [soul] puts off worn out bodies [t is not right that you should sorrow
and goes to others that are new” for what cannot be avoided”



@emeuuiLiL] : Heng 2.19, 20, 22, 23, 24,27
FTRIGSIWL CuIMTsSLD

“@66T (LM CIHTELEUTEIGUT6ITM)

"@6UMETT Y UIHRIGET GleUL L OMLLIT; &

BlemeoTLIGUITEDILD GdmeveuLILI(heuUTClerem  6THSHSTSI; B QU6 Hen6TISHHTGI,

HleneTIGLITEILD @HeUBLD DTS,

@6u6tT Q1&MeLEYI6LGILDIGLEM6V,
Q186 6V UL 6BUTLIG] LDl 6L6BIEV”

STOMI 2 UISSTHI"

"QaussT NMULFILHCLEMEV; T&HETLSHHAVID "NeNGHMH Sifliials; il SMHELD,

@muug|Lblevemev. @iexed 62 (b
WeomullHhg Lerery @e0e0ms)
GumeugiLblevemev. @eeor LNMLILIMMITET;
SI6OTEUNGH60T. @N6L6TT &FITEi6L & 60T;
LenLpGLLIT60T; 2 L LDLY

Q& meveLLILI(HEMSUTI6L @\6260T
Q&IM6LEVLILIL T60T."

"bHSH FHlewsenersd HLHMHM
sTOIbGINL (B, esllgear LG Giewnser
Camen@pomm) GUTeL, &L MbHS
2 L 60&HEMENS SHemah& LISIUI6ueUM6mM
6TLILIG| HImmeoT

hen6THSHMGL0, 2-VISHHSDGSLD
SIflWIe)6T; H&SHI6T; 6THIGLD
BlemmbhGH 66T, 2 MIGl|emL LImed,
SIMFILITHITE, 6TOTMILD @ (IHLILITEDT"

"NmhdHeen Fmeud 2 miSHelieilev,
Q&S Gerest NIMLUILIG 2 MIS6wlesfley,
Abs alevdareaumg CFLHES b
SI(PRGSHL SGSWeTml”



SGTEMJLD

1. DENSHMIGSS SGHID HOTMID Hlevrg LI
GumymLL oesrGmIm?

2. o[yevoT Luwih Geu6vorL LD
DUy @muLw QSTLI&EmS &6

3. LJ6L6IT&HEM6NT &G
QuUITMIBemen LILIGTSHIL LILDSHE

4. 6o &hGH6m6vTUITEL LD6BTI& 60T 6T60TLIEL 60T
Q& UWIEULDITSHEVITLD

5. Geuegurig W QUTHET HlenL SGLGCLITS)
GHHHVILD, HOL&HTHCLTH (DS
@6LELTGEU6T €(IF 6UMSBUTIEL (EhT6dfl

6. H601HGH HTC6T HELUILIET; HE0HGHSH HTGeur
LIENS6U6IT; &6oTemesTd HTCe &S G66wu(HLD

7.5 eN(@HLULD 2 (HeubHeL SL6yeT @ (hLILIM]

8. LDJ6OUT HMVGHHF SlhGHenesiden LM LNMLILISS
(LPSEEHIWILD. LOI6UIT SITEVLD, (LP6IT Fal_lg
Qe HWITg|. 6T6arGeu eTLICUMTHID HELEVMGHGLL
Hlemeor. @emmevenestGLl Hlevreot

9. USSHCUITH QBTELILG 6THIOUTETTEYILD
SL6)EhHGHEF FLOLDGLD

10. 2 UNF&Hel6dT SLeaTLOMELD, AFHTLSBHD, EUETTFE,
(Plged Sy,6601L6UCEBT

11. HMLD LI6V; 6u6M& LI6V; 6THIQVILD 6T6LEMEV
@eL6VMG 66T @)6M M 66T

12. SUMSLD & (HeUF) LO6TTE &FMHE

13. QLEMULD CUTETME PSLOM. 6THGILD €L L M)

14. lemFalm| WHUD, F0 CHTEGL Geo1GCmM
HMHGLD (& 6TRIG6NT

15. 26MQIMT(K QSWISSHEVID SHL 6|6l
G- C\&Tevor(h eTenimiy

16. BI&SHHIHGS CLOGTM QUTFCLHEN.. SeM6M- SHITLOLD,
Hleord, CUITEDFWIMGLD.

17. LD6WT SIS, LDFIDEFS, CILDETEUID, &6oTeM6uTd
SL_(HH6L, 6TEUI6uIS GMLIEHLD - @6mel
TGS GlLneoTLIL(HLD

18. HL6Y6T LISHH SO 6UTFMEVSH SHMSHGLD.



