Melody King V Kumar

Anand
The Club
11-7-2020



V Kumar

28 July 1934 — 7 January 1996



Varadharajulu Kumaresan

*Kumaresan was born in Chennai on 28t July, 1934

*He developed interest in music when his sister was learning classical music from a teacher at
home.

*He got a B.A degree from Loyola College, Chennai

*When he was working for Telephones department, he became a music director for plays staged in
Madras.

*K Balachander hired him as a music director for his film Neerkumizhi in 1965. The songs were well
receieved. Later Balachander retained him in many of his movies.

*M S Viswanathan and Ramamoorthy duo became very famous for light music in 1960’s. It was
difficult for other music directors to compete with them. Then they split but MSV dominated the
music field in cinema. During this period, K Balachander dropped Kumar and switched to MSV.
*Kumar got offers from other directors such as Mukta Srinivasan.

*After few years, the tsunami wave of M S Viswanthan drowned him completely and Kumar didn’t
get many chances.

eKumar married Swarna, a Telugu singer.

*Kumar was well known for songs such as Aadi adangum vaazkaiyada, aduthathu ambujathai
kettele, punnagai mannan, kaathoduthaan naan paaduven and many others.

*He was active from 1965- 1987 and composed music for 150 films.

*He died on 7t" January, 1996

*He was given Kalaimammani award by Tamilnadu Government and Melody King title by MGR.
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