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Our Deepavalee Greetings

* Bharati (1882-1921)

* Our Deepavalee Greetings (Oct 20,
1906)

» https://srkvijayam.wordpress.com/201

5/11/09/bharathi/
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Shakespeare, Newton
and Beethoven

« S.Chandrasekhar (1910-1995)
« Shakespeare, Newton and Beethoven (1975)

o https://www.parrikar.org/essays/shakespeare-

newton-beethoven/
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History and historical perspectives give great deal of pleasure. But they require hard work to
appreciate them.

What is common among Shakespeare, Beethoven and Newton? What is uncommon? One has to
know literature, music and science to answer this question intelligently. In Chandrasekhar, we have
one man who is knowledgeable in all three and is known for his rigorous analytical skills in science.
In this 1975 lecture, Chandra narrates the chronological output of each master and then analyzes
the patterns of creativity. He observes that Shakespeare and Beethoven's works mature as they
age. The best works came at a later stage of their lives. But in the case of Newton, his great
contributions came when he was fairly young. Chandra hypothesizes that it is the case for majority
of literary giants, music masters and great scientists. You can only find few exceptions to this rule.

His lecture is given in three parts in the following link. It was not an easy reading to me. | tried part
by part and went over couple of times. In the end, | learned a lot about these three giants and their
fields. The article appeared in a book , Truth and beauty, published by the University of Chicago
(1987). | wrote a letter to Chandra around 1988, appreciating the book and he acknowledged
promptly in few days!

Thanks to Parrikkar for the web link.
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The quest for beauty
in science

« S.Chandrasekhar (1910-1995)
* The quest for beauty in science (1979)

e https://Iss.fnal.gov/conf/C790427/Aestheticsan

dScience.pdf
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Chandra alias Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar was an astrophysicist and a Nobel Laureate. He was
knowledgeable in science, literature, art and music. In addition, he had an admirable knowledge of
philosophy and the history of science. He gave a lecture on "the quest for beauty in science" in Chicago in
1979. He addressed a basic question- do scientists care about beauty in their work? Chandra says they do.
Not only they care about beauty in their work but also look for beauty in other's work. He gives interesting
examples in Physics with quotes from famous scientists and upholds the view of the Poet John Keats-

Beauty is truth,

truth beauty- that is all
Ye know on earth,

and all ye need to know

The attachment gives the lecture delivered at a science symposium and later included in a book, Truth and
Beauty. Chandra was known for his precision and his lectures were as precise as his scientific papers.

In one of the passages, Ramanujan's number theorem is compared to the beauty of Michael Angelo's
sculptures (Night and Day, Dusk and Dawn) in Medici Chapel in Florence. In 2018, my daughter, Lalitha and
| saw these sculptures during our tour of Italy. The attachment as well as the following link show the
sculptures.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1H-pDhiB9yo
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'Thi. Janakiraman and his two stories

» Thi.Janakiraman (1921- 1982)

e https://www.vikatan.com/arts/literature/
129514-life-history-of-tamil-writer-thi-

janakiraman
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https://www.vikatan.com/arts/literature/129514-life-
history-of-tamil-writer-thi-janakiraman

3leUng) Qnevoi(h HENGHGe:
1.5160MTLILY:

https://www.valaitamil.com/silirppu 1844.html
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https://azhiyasudargal.wordpress.com/2012/02/09/
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Corruption and Healthcare in India
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o http://suttysundar.com/subcateqgory/sub

cateqory details/457
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Dr. E.J. Sundar is a retired Professor of Tamil from Jain College and lives in Chennai. He is well

known for his work on the three volume "World Tamil Encyclopedia" published in 2019. It has 2000
pages and 16,000 entries. Sundar dedicated 12 years of his life to complete this monumental work
without accepting any monetary compensation. He was the chief editor and driving force behind this
project. It was his idea to update and modernize the first Tamil encyclopedia published in 1910 by
Singaravelu Mudaliar.

Sundar is also known for his essays on civic and social issues as well as investigative articles. Two such
articles are attached. One is on "Corruption- Waxing or waning in India?" and the other - "Healthcare
Business- the Organized Crime in India". | sincerely hope Indian media pays attention to these articles
and pave way to healthy debate among public and well-wishers of India.
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Naturalist M.Krishnan

* M Krishnan (1912-1996)

* Website for the Naturalist - M Krishnan
(2019)

* Next Page
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M. Krishnan was the eighth child of A Madhaviah (1872-1925), the pioneer of Tamil prose. Krishnan
grew up in Mylapore and developed interests and expertise in nature, birds, animals, photography and
writing in English and Tamil. His admirers described him as "The Nature's Spokesman". Recently | came
across a website dedicated to him. It has his biography, works and photography.

Biography:
https://www.mkrishnan.com/biography.html
Photography:
https://www.mkrishnan.com/photography.html
Books:
https://www.mkrishnan.com/books.html
Writings:
https://www.mkrishnan.com/writings.html

In an article about her grandfather in the book "Birds and Birdsong", Asha Harikrishnan reproduced a
passage from his letter-

"Whatever your problems are, however, vital they seem, they are not worth the worry. What seems vital
today is meaningless next year....l think, and | have found ....deep interests (especially in the arts), firm
family ties, and sincere personal relationships, the only worthwhile things in life"
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Morning Scene - Chidambaram

o GUIJLO6wOIW UMT& (1882-1921)
. 0TS hlen6st6Y MHITeN

« (Q&LILLOUIT 12, 2022)

* This and other essays-

* https://www.projectmadurai.org/pm etexts/utf8

/pmuni0542.himl

* Thanks to Raja for his art work- Bharati

visualizing a cloud shaped like a crocodile
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Seven brief lessons on Physics

» Carlo Rovelli ( born 1956)

» Theoretical Physicist (Italy)

» Seven Brief Lessons on Physics (2014)
» Here is a copy of the whole book.

» https://vialogue.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/seve
n-brief-lessons-on-physics-carlo-rovelli 4482.pdf

« New York Times Review-

* https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/23/books/review
-seven-brief-lessons-on-physics-is-long-on-
knowledge.html?searchResultPosition=7
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It is hard to write a book on science for laymen. It is an art to make it brief and simple. One such book
is "Seven brief lessons on Physics". It is a tiny book of 50 pages. It describes the beautiful theories of
space, time and particles. In addition, it discusses the environmental issues. The book has been
translated into 24 languages and sold at least million copies. It ends with a poem of Lucretius (100 BC)-

. ... we are all born from the same celestial seed;

all of us have the same father,

from which the earth, the mother who feeds us,

receives clear drops of rain,

producing from them bright wheat and lush trees,

and the human race,

and the species of beasts,

offering up the foods with which all bodies are nourished,
to lead a sweet life

and generate offspring ...

It is part of our nature to love and to be honest. It is part of our nature to long to know more, and to
continue to learn. Our knowledge of the world continues to grow.
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Jayakanthan (1934-2015)
Nandanvanathilor Andi (1958)

https://www.valaitamil.com/jayakanthan
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« Jayakanthan (1934-2015)
« Tharakuraivu (1963)

* https://www.valaitamil.com/tharakuraiv
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Akira Kurosawa (1910-1998)

Ikiru (Japanese 1952)

Full Movie with English Subtitles-2hr 22
min

https://archive.org/details/IkiruToLive
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https://archive.org/details/IkiruToLive

Akira Kurosawa made the film Ikiru in 1952. It is a commentary on life. The literal meaning of Ikiru
is to live. It implies a life well-lived. Kurosawa illustrates his point with the life of a government
bureaucrat who realizes his life was not well lived during his 30-year career. Unfortunately, he has
only short time to live due to an illness. Fortunately, he learns to live well by dedicating himself
to a social cause. The good deed makes him feel good at the end. Theme of Ikiru is felt and
appreciated by many people even now. In that sense, it is timeless and universal.

1.Various interpretations of the theme for your reading pleasure-
Reel Reviews (2021)

https://www.reelviews.net/reelviews/ikiru

Roger Ebert (1996)-
https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/great-movie-ikiru-1952
Dave Shafer (2007)
https://www.rogerebert.com/roger-ebert/great-movies-and-mortality
Brian Eggert (2009)
https://deepfocusreview.com/definitives/ikiru/

2.Synopsis and review video - 14 min
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1601SdXt9tk&t=567s
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The Seventh Seal

Ingmar Bergman (1918-2007)
The Seventh Seal (Swedish, 1957)
Full movie with English subtitles: (97 min)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpKrv

kussjw&t=569s
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There is a saying in Tamil- Great people will do those things which the ordinary cannot do. Movie making is
no exception. Mythological movies are easy to make but philosophy is hard. Ingmar Bergman is no ordinary
artist. He made philosophy watchable on the silver screen. The Seventh Seal was released in 1957 and it is
still remembered. The movie explores the hiddenness of God, the inescapability of Death and the joy of life.
Outwardly the movie appears to deal with religion and death but inwardly it shines on goodwill and

love. Theme is "search for God". When you search for God, you do not find Him. Instead, you see
superstition, corruption, deception, violence, and death itself. God is silent and does not reveal Himself. In
that case, does it make sense to torture yourself in the name of religion? When you continue your search,
you come across art, creativity, joy, compassion, and love; love you receive and love you give. By allowing
them to play in your life, you provide meaning to your life and conclusive answer to mortality. Script and
movie are thought provoking. Photography is stunning.

For your reading pleasure-

» https://bvtigernews.com/entertainment/2018/11/09/the-danse-macabre-existentialism-and-the-
seventh-
seal/#:~:text=1{%20Antonius%20wins%2C%20he%20is,t0%20choose%200one's%200wn%20des

tiny.
* https://www.reelworldtheoloqgy.com/reviewing-the-classics-the-seventh-seal/

o https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/great-movie-the-seventh-seal-1957
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The Postmaster

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)
Satyajit Ray (1921-1992)

The Postmaster (1891)

Here's the movie with English subtitle-

Teen Kanya- An anthology of three
stories-Postmaster runs for 35 min.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hhk

nDdb3Bd4
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Tagore wrote a short story, "The Postmaster" in Bengali in 1891 when he was just 30. A
short movie (35 min) was made by Satyajit Ray in 1961. | saw it with English subtitles
sometime in1980's. | was moved. Tears filled my eyes at the end of the film. | got hold of
an English translation and read the story. | was moved again. It is a heart wrenching story
with philosophy at the end. Ray made some changes to the story but conveyed the
essence without the philosophical interpretation of Tagore. Which one is better? Beauty is
in the eye of the beholder.

Here's Tagore's story in English-
Early English version- published by McMillan, New York 1918
http://www.online-literature.com/tagore-rabindranath/stories-from-tagore/7/

Recent English Version, Amit Chaudhuri 2001-
https://www.davidson-eng.net/uploads/1/1/9/3/119332629/the postmaster - story.pdf
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The conquest of happiness

« Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)
* The conquest of happiness (1930)

 Full book from internet (thanks to the
Japanese web designer, Akiyoshi

Matsushita )

* https://russell-j.com/beqginner/ COH-
TEXT.HTM
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Bertrand Russell was a Man of Letters. He was a mathematician, philosopher and a social reformer. He was a
campaigner for international peace. He wrote 60 books, 2000 articles and 40,000 letters. He received the Nobel

Prize for Literature in 1950. Russell was well known for his analytical ability, and he used it for the betterment of the
world, society and the individual. The conquest of happiness is a self-help book. In this book, he analyzes the causes of
happiness and unhappiness faced by common man. The book is one of the oldest in the self-help literature. The book
may be old, style may be old, but the content is fresh because it is based on common sense and human nature. If you
care for the perspective of a wise man, and don't mind reading poetic prose, itis "the" book. In the closing chapter, he
summarizes the qualities of "The Happy Man". Here are some quotes pertaining to "The Happy Man" -

“Certain things are indispensable to the happiness of most men, but these are simple things: food and shelter, health,
love, successful work and the respect of one's own herd. To some people parenthood also is essential".

"It is not the nature of most men to be happy in a prison, and the passions which shut us up in ourselves constitute
one of the worst kinds of prisons. Among such passions some of the commonest are fear, envy, the sense of sin, self-
pity and self-admiration".

“"those who deceive themselves generally know at bottom that they are doing so".

"To be the recipient of affection is a potent cause of happiness, but the man who demands affection is not the man
upon whom it is bestowed"

"All unhappiness depends upon some kind of disintegration or lack of integration”

"The happy man ......... feels himself a citizen of the universe, enjoying freely the spectacle that it offers and the joys
that it affords, untroubled by the thought of death because he feels himself not really separate from those who will
come dfter him. It is in such profound instinctive union with the stream of life that the greatest joy is to be found"”
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James Webb Space Telescope

« James Webb Space Telescope

receives photographs from outer space
* First five images
« A presentation by Muruganandam

o https://muruganand.com/[ames-webb-

space-telescope-first-five-images/
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July 11th was a historic day. First picture from James Webb Space Telescope was
unveiled by President Biden. It is a significant event. After spending $10 billion and 20-
years of labor, NASA gave us a precious Christmas gift on Dec 25, 2021. JWST was
launched on that day. The telescope travelled 1 million miles in a month, and after 5
more months of commissioning, it is ready to do work for us. Now we can unwrap the
gift. We received five pictures this week. They are beautiful. They are wonderful. Such
pictures will keep coming for next 20 years. They will remind us that we are
penetrating space and time. We will travel 13 billion light years and go back 13 billion
years. Politics, economy and war can't take away the pleasures of our travel.

As a tribute to this exciting adventure, | put together the first five picture in a power
point presentation. Click the link.

https://muruganand.com/james-webb-space-telescope-first-five-images/
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Tribute to Prof. Sathyaseelan

« Sathyaseelan (1933-2021)

 Tribute written by Muruganandam and
published by FeTNA (Federations of
Tamil Sangams of North

America, Souvenir 2021)

e https://muruganand.com/5684-2/
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Prof. Sathyaseelan was a Tamil scholar, orator, and writer. He visited NJ in 1988 and gave a
memorable speech on Tirumantiram. Sathyaseelan passed away on July 9, 2021. | wrote a tribute
based on this speech and it was published last week in the souvenir of FeETNA in Queens, NY. KM
Sundaram attended the convention and forwarded the pdf file. See attachment. Sathyaseelan
qguotes six verses from Tirumantiram to emphasize 1) the sacredness of human body 2) importance
of taking care of our body 3) sacredness of Love 4) careful selection of guide 5)benefits of being on

the "right" side of our life path 6)do not despair, there is help hidden in a remote corner inside you.

https://muruganand.com/5684-2/
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Sarama Kavirayar

R.P.Sethu Pillai (1896-1961)
Sarama Kavirayar (1955)

https://ta.wikisource.org/wiki/%EQ%AEY%A4%E
0%AEWAEY%EQ%AEY%BFY%EOYAE%B4%EQD
%AEY%BF%EQY%AEY%AIUEQY%AFY%8DY%EN%
AEYAAYEQY%AEYAEYEO%AFY%8D/%E0%A
E%9A%EOQ%AEY%BO%EOYAEYAE _Y%EQ%AE
%95%EQ0%AEY%B5%EQY%AEY%BFY%EO%AEY%B

0% EQO%AEY%BEY%EOYAEYNAFYEO%AEY%BO
%EQ%AF%8D
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Nadaipathai Gnanopadesam

Jayakanthan (1934-2015)
Nadaipathaiyil Gnanopadesam (1972)
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Oru Bhakthar

« Jayakanthan (1934-2015)
* Oru Bhakthar (1972)
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https://ta.wikisource.org/wiki/%E0%AE%92%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%81_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B0%E0%AF%8D
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qu_l&rr[bgsin, &60S GLIT6L 6T(LHI 2_6MIILIGD (psychology) &L (B6M &6,

“SI6UMBH6T 2_6GenT @) (I HHMIISH6N” 6160110 HeMELLILNGL LiHSHSHLOMIL GleveNeumbGienen ).

3IH6L 2_61161 Hend Q).

Income Tax Officer €2(Ih6UIM LA HITLOGHEMSHG &S &T6UMeVL CILINLILIGUT.
SMeLLIGUT&HEI6L SHTG6DT [JITLAGOT 61631 260011 %wmmgénr'r.

& 60160681 LT [JITLO6BTI60T SH6USBMIILD 616010 HLALII6BIMIT.

LRSS (LN (LSS HLOLT6BITIT.

3l Si6UN G| LagnerallLD, FCHTHTILN Y CLOTSHIHSH 60T

LRSS (LN(RSHD U CLOMSHISH G 60T

(L 6uT6v1d) Loeut GIHITIL, LTl6vT601 &) SIMIUITEOLO.

(LN 601601 )] 6MLIGSHILILD, LT 6016018 60LISHIISHSTNSHSH6DILN,

616010 GG erTley mcp&éﬂg)gj (Llg. X716V, LO6TT [H6V LO(IH G G)6Y LOEMEDTULII6L.
Lnen e, FCHMHIIn HH&mE (LnlqhGl GleuetGL eubiaTlL L 6w,
Sl @eeniln 2 6nGendmest @ mSH M.

Psychiatrist [h6GOTLIIT Gl & 601601 2_65016MLOS HENSH Q).

@LoongiMwiment La6ot GHTLILD, HOWITEDLAUILD H6sllLacviIBTaemen LOL (FLOGL6V,

&CLNSHGHENG LD, HITL_60)L_LL|LD oL LI L6001 @G L0

61601LIS MG CIRIISMHSHEI SL_M6V. L1 ML 6VIT 2_HMJ6TUIH6MSH S SHML_ (K SHMITIT.
2_60&Hl6L @\60TMI L MEsTM6LL. L_[JLOLI LOMMILD LISV AHJHILIL6UT SIS 6xTI601

Q& 6LEUTHM &S HTENILGLITE)

&MeunHSnyLn Lol (HL06L6V, 6BIHMTUIS(LALD QGHM @G NSHIEN6VHSH6V6V

s1601M) (hlen 6t S CHMBTMISMG).
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Mun Nialvam Pin Paniyam

« Jayakanthan (1934-2015)
* Mun Nilavum Pin Paniyum (1962)

 https://ta.wikisource.org/wiki/%EQ0%AEY%AEYE
0%AF%81%EQ%AEY%AIWEQY%AF%ED _%EQD
%AEY%ABY%EQ%AEY%BF%EQY%AE%B2%E0%
AE%B5%E0%AF%81%EQ0Y%AEY%AEYEQ%AF
%8D_%EO0%AEY%AAYEQYAEY%BF%EOWAE
%A9%EQ0%AF%8D_Y%EQ%AEYAAY%EOWAEY
A9%EO0WAEY%BFY%EQOY%AEYAF%EO0%AF%81
%EO0%AEYAEYEOQ%AF%3D
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https://ta.wikisource.org/wiki/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A9%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%A8%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%B2%E0%AE%B5%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%A9%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%A9%E0%AE%BF%E0%AE%AF%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
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Paavam Bhakthar Thaane
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« Paavam Bhakthar Thaane (1967)
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Triveni

Ku. Alagirisami (1923-1970)
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What happens when Rama and Sita decide to visit us?

A memorable Tamil story by writer Ku.Alagirisamy from his Sahitya Academy , award
winning short story collection.
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Many of us reached the stage where we have to tell stories to our grandchildren, at least to
divert them from mighty Disney Corporation, at least for short time. Many of you may
remember stories from India but | don't. If you're like me, this website will help. It has
stories with morals from many countries including India.

https://shortstoriesshort.com/story/the-sage-and-the-disciple/
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Purananiiru 27, Poet Uraiyur Muthukannan Sathana, translated by Vaidehi

When one counts those born in fine, noble families,
only a few have gained fame and songs by poets,
like a row of flowers with many petals, shining
brightly, yielded by lotus plants that grow in mud.
Many have vanished like the leaves of lotus plants.

| have heard that those whose fame is sung by poets
gain chariots that fly in the sky without charioteers.
My Lord! O Chétchenni Nalankilli! The moon god
that roams above shows clearly even to those

who don’t understand that waning is true, waxing

IS true, dying is true and being born is true.

Even if they have talents or not, please shower your
graces rapidly on those who come with sorrow,
looking at their thin waists. May those who oppose
your unspoiled strength, remain without generosity!

(PS- Thanks to EJ Sundar for mentioning this profound and beautiful Purananuru poem to me)
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About Savithri Ammal

* Prabha Sridevan on her grandmother,
writer Savithri Ammal (1898-1992)

« @6 USHSHMLD LIF60l {606V

o http://kungumam.co.in/ThArticalinnerde

tail.aspx?id=4510&id1=84&issue=2018
0116
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Savithri Ammal and Sumittirai

« Savithri Ammal (1898-1992)
* About the writer

* http://www.tamilonline.com/thendral/arti

cle.aspx?aid=15057

 Her article on Sumittirai

* http://tamilonline.com/thendralnew/artic
le.aspx?aid=15058
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616015)| HEUIILIT & (1§ QELHEHIL S TEUVTHG,

CILTGIOIMTSHGEU HMGHEHLI, HL(HEOISHEHLA LG &GLOGLITG| heTMS
QMeGL0. Lig &Gl (LIgSSHe|L6i QaTL MY (LpdibgHeNELo. &ev
SH(HLUS SH(HLoL Lot 6L b QSHL0 Q&M (RE@GL0. SILLIgLILIL L
a@g% €2606MMLI LIHG| HITL&Eh&HS (L6 Lilg HGH60. 31| 30
&@H&HG (LO6TT LAMMHS 61(LHSMaT gMeNlHSIM SiLnLamen
ag@u_l 6>I_(B‘6U)Ij @mLomIeuod HleL @EVL&L06wuI60T HITUIMITT S
QUHED &LISSHenn LUDMILIG]. euTeLLAS) LIS Slemy UMM LAIGE
GODEUTHGE 6T(QSIL6MTENITIT. SPUN6T SI6MS eTeUEUTM)]
6T(LILIGENITIT 6T6UTLIENS @_l@)_l&:&:LDIT&) SHUMLUbSGI, QUINDENSLIT6DT,
Lﬁgnnggmnm henLUTI6L Q&L (H60]E0LL 61 6160160601 Lii6u01(HLD
6301 (KL Lilg &&6m6uS Gleneniit sMedlHH. & @Qmu @ (h HSG)6
&M&levil. s16u6n CHTFemeV, mHCHUTN , 67601, LKFTLAEM6O T &H&nl
GLO6VLIT6TT (G)6T01(LO6YTENTEUGTITLL uUMeLLES uml_ggjmmnaljmuw@
&M1& T Swmt HmNSH T FTNGHSHIN SILOLAM6NT. LIT6DT ugo(g)
@esTuLD QUMIS HRISECL0ETM QhS 0SS Qen6utisGlen(sanest
(Thendral Magazme April 2022 Online Issue). aq._g@@rrmmaﬂ 6UMN&HM&HE
&M (LALD 2 6Mengy). Lilg S GILI LUMM&&e|L0.
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